THE CODDENHAM GARDEMAU CHARITIES
REPORT FOR CODDENHAM ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
APRIL 2026
The main focus of the Gardemau Church Charity (GCC) over the past 12 months has been the sale of its plot of land, including the Old Lock Up, in School Road. This has been a protracted and convoluted process, but the sale of the property to a local buyer is now proceeding and should be concluded in summer 2026. This will divest the charity of a liability and free up capital which can then be invested to generate income which the trustees can use for the benefit of the community. The trustees are also pleased to note that restoration work on St Mary’s Church, part-funded by the GCC, is making substantial progress, with the replacement of the great West Window now complete. The trustees are also engaging with the Parish Council on how the charity can assist with funding repairs to the churchyard wall, for which the Council is responsible.
The Lady Catherine Gardemau Educational Foundation has made numerous grants in the last year, notably to local families to help with school transport costs to Debenham High School. The charity has also continued to help fund St Mary’s extremely-successful Baby and Toddler Group at The Coddenham Centre. This funding enables the Group to keep fees very low, making it accessible to the widest range of families. The Foundation has made a substantial contribution towards the replacement of the village’s Children’s Playground, due for completion this summer.
Lastly, the Lady Catherine Gardemau Charity for the Poor continues to make monthly payments of £500 to Families In Need, the award-winning Ipswich-based charity which helps struggling families in a multitude of ways.
The Gardemau charities work closely with our counterparts in the Day Foundation to maximise the benefits to Coddenham. The village is incredibly lucky to have such charities working continually for the benefit of the community. Their work, which is not always appreciated, enables much to happen that, in other villages, would be difficult or impossible to achieve. We look forward to it continuing!
David McDonnell
Chairman
The Coddenham Gardemau Charities
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