St. Mary’s Church – 2025 – 2026 report for the Parish Meeting
Following the retirement of our Rector, Rev’d Philip Payne, we have been without an incumbent throughout the year and there have been no applicants to fill the ‘vacancy’. The Archdeacon has told us that a significant period of ‘vacancy’ is common in rural benefices as it is difficult to attract clergy to this form of ministry. While this is disappointing, we can be encouraged by the positive spirit that prevails among our congregation and we are very grateful to all those who are leading our services, especially Rev’d Helen Norris, Rev’d Adrian Watkins, Rev’d Bill Rootes and Judy Hailes as well as lay elders and Rev’d Bernard Rose. We were without Rev’d Helen in the latter part of the year and wish her well as she continues to recuperate after her operation. Church attendance at the major festivals has been encouraging, with a particularly high turnout for our Christmas and Easter services, and we were delighted to host our first Forest Church service in the churchyard in June, when the magnificent bug hotel was completed. The coffee mornings which are an important part of our involvement with the village community have also been well supported – our thanks to Sue Groom and the team for running these so successfully. The church continues its lead role in the Babies and Toddlers group (special thanks to Rev’d Helen and Debbie McDonnell).
Our fund-raising for masonry and window repairs has continued and we are very grateful to all those, both individuals and charitable trusts, who have given their time and their money to help us towards our target of £60,000. Special thanks to Angela Thompson (grant applications), Gavin Hailes (faculties and contractors) and Debbie McDonnell (events). The Appeal was officially closed on Easter Sunday, just £2,000 short of its target but with further grant applications planned. We have replaced all of the treads and some of the supports for the stairs leading up to the bell-ringing chamber. The west window has been removed, cleaned, completely reglazed and strengthened and the windows in the porch have also been repaired. Unfortunately the scaffolders damaged the churchyard gates and wall with their lorry and at the time of writing we are still awaiting the repairs. Our parish life has been enriched by several concerts – a first visit by the Ipswich Hospital Band in May, the splendid Raedwald Ensemble (brass sextet) together with Ipswich Chamber Choir in October and the sell-out Co-op Band’s concert in December. In September the church was beautifully decorated for the Flower Festival which culminated in a service of Harvest Thanksgiving. We have welcomed visiting groups of bellringers on several occasions.
We would like to thank the many individuals who have continued to support the parish both spiritually and materially – a special mention for the cleaners, flower arrangers and providers of refreshments as well as those who serve on the PCC, as sidespersons and as lesson readers.
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